
Screening 

The gifted process begins when the student is referred for 

gifted services. Written parental permission is obtained, 

and a student profile is developed using multiple criteria 

which may include creativity tests, a teacher checklist for 

rating behavioral characteristics, scholastic performance, 

ability testing, previous placement, and a finished product 

from the student. 

Eligibility is determined by the gifted placement committee 

which may consist of the building principal, classroom 

teachers, a guidance counselor, a resource teacher and 

gifted personnel. Eligibility decisions are based on a point 

system using a matrix reviewed at the placement committee 

meeting. This process is completed within 90 days of the 

initial referral or when the student enters the candidate pool 

through the general screening process. All students who are 

referred are screened. Referred students may be reviewed 

annually for eligibility. 

The search for and the identification of gifted students is a 

continuous process. Announcements are placed using 

community and school media. Gifted resource teachers 

conduct workshops which clarify the characteristics of the 

gifted student. Special emphasis is placed on the 

recognition of potentially gifted students in underserved 

populations. In addition, all second grade students are 

screened in the spring for the gifted program. 

Referrals can be made by teachers, school administrators, 

parents, community members, peers, and self. The form is 

located on the website under forms and can also be 

obtained from the school guidance office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suffolk Public Schools’ Board is committed to excellence 

in education, equality of educational opportunity, and the 

recognition of each student’s individuality. As students 

differ in their rate of physical, mental, emotional and social 

growth and vary in their needs and abilities, learning 

opportunities will be provided which are consistent with 

personal development and potential. Programs will 

emphasize diagnostic and prescriptive instruction, allowing 

an individual approach to each student’s learning style and 

educational needs. 

 

Gifted Advisory Board 
 

The purpose of the board is to promote community 

awareness about the gifted program, to offer suggestions 

for continuous improvement of services, and to periodically 

review the local plan. The board meets four times per year 

and consists of parents (one from each school), teachers, 

administrators, guidance representatives, support staff 

(SAO), community representatives, and students.  

 

Virginia Department of Education 

Standards of Quality 
 

 Develop competence in the basic skills;  

 Develop the intellectual skills of rational thought 

and creativity;  

 Acquire knowledge and process skills of science 

and technology;  

 Progress as the basis of achievement;  

 Qualify for further education and/or employment; 

 Develop personal standards of ethical behavior 

and moral choice;  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

 

For more information, go to our blog: 

http://blogs.spsk12.net/spsgifted/ 

 

Carol A. Kennedy-Dickens 

Supervisor of Advanced Instruction 

Suffolk Public Schools 

Carkennedy-dickens@spsk12.net  

 

 

Every child a 

star… 

Together we help 

them shine 
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Elementary through Middle School Programs: 

The elementary school program begins with Enrichment 

for kindergarten through grade 2. It offers creative 

activities and lessons based on the advanced needs and the 

maturity of students. Students receive differentiated 

instruction from the gifted resource teacher and the general 

education teacher during the school year.  Emphasis is 

placed upon critical thinking, creative problem solving, 

developing independent research skills, and stimulating 

creativity. 

QUEST: Quality Utilization Enrichment of Students’ 

Talents, known as QUEST is the program for academically 

gifted students in grades 3-8. Students receive 

differentiated instruction from the gifted resource teacher 

and general education teacher throughout the year.  

Assignments are provided to stimulate and foster critical 

thinking and independent research skills.  Students work 

both individually and in small groups to develop 

independent learning skills, creative potential, and higher 

level thinking abilities.    

Talented Art and Music Classes: Students who qualify 

may be enrolled in special talented art and music classes in 

grades 4-5.  These classes meet one period per week in the 

local school.  Classes are designed to enrich and expand the 

regular curriculum.  The instruction frequently has students 

involved in special projects which emphasize creativity.  

Students work independently and in small groups. 

Tidewater Governor’s Summer School for Science and 

Technology: This regional summer program is provided for 

a limited number of identified gifted students in grades 3-6. 

Students from Suffolk, Franklin, Isle of Wight County and 

Southampton County attend classes four days a week for 

three weeks. Classes are designed to provide students with 

hands-on experiences with state-of-the-art technology. 

Students work in cooperative groups to explore topics of 

their choice and to share their discoveries and findings with 

peers, parents, and the community.  

 

 

High School Programs 

High school students who have been identified as gifted 

have the opportunity to enroll in a variety of advanced 

courses, including ten (10) Advanced Placement (A.P.) 

classes, nineteen (19) Honors classes, and eleven (11) 

Dual-Credit classes.  Dual-credit courses allow the student 

to simultaneously earn both high school credit and 

community college credit.  All dual-credit, advanced 

placement, and honors courses are weighted. Guidance 

counselors at each school can provide additional 

information. 

Governor’s School for the Gifted: This residential summer 

program is designed to provide artistically and/or 

intellectually challenging and enriching experiences for a 

limited number of selected rising eleventh- and twelfth-

graders.  Governor’s School is offered in the following 

areas: agriculture, humanities, science, mentorships and the 

arts (instrumental music, vocal music, drama, dance and 

visual arts.)  All selected participants are enrolled in 

elective courses, seminars and discussion groups at the 

sites.  Schools are held around the state at college 

campuses, NASA-Langley, the Virginia Institute of Marine 

Science, and the Medical College of Virginia.  Classes 

meet for one month in the summer.  

 

Governor’s School for the Arts: Rising ninth- through 

twelfth-grade students may apply for acceptance to the 

Governor’s School for the Arts.  Classes are offered in 

dance, music, theater, performing arts, and visual arts.  

Students are selected based on indicated ability, interest, 

and potential for artistic growth.  Interviews, auditions, 

portfolio reviews, and application materials are used in the 

selection process.   Students are transported to Norfolk each 

afternoon for instruction in their chosen area of interest. 

The International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme: The 

IB program serves as a magnet for students in the Suffolk 

Public School district seeking a rigorous two-year 

curriculum in preparation for college and beyond.  It is an 

option for students who are committed to participation in a 

challenging program of international education with 

rigorous assessments.  The program encourages students to 

become active, compassionate and lifelong learners.  

Students have the opportunity to apply for admission to the 

program in grade 8 for participation in grades 9 and 10 in a 

preparatory course of instruction before the IB Diploma 

Programme of instruction in grades 11 and 12. The 

application process requires that students have a minimum 

of a 3.0 grade point average with enrollment in Algebra I 

and a foreign language.  Along with the application, 

students are required to submit a writing sample, be 

interviewed, and receive favorable recommendations from 

teachers. 

Differentiated Instruction  

 is the foundation of gifted instruction. 
 

 Tailored to meet the needs of individual students 

 Various groups of students interacting with the 

same content in different ways  

 Tiered activities  

 

 


