


When Edward the Confessor died in 1066,  he 

left no heirs to the throne sparking a three-way 

battle for the throne.  William the Conqueror, 

who was the Duke of Normandy, won.  It was 

the last time England has ever been 

successfully invaded.  He inventoried every 

piece of property in England so that people 

could be taxed based on what they had.  

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/bayeux.htm


Medieval Feudalism during the Middle 

Ages was based on the exchange of land ( a 

fief ) for military service. King William the 

Conqueror used the concept of feudalism to 

reward his Norman supporters with fiefs 

for their help in the conquest of 

England.  Life lived under the Medieval 

Feudal System, or Feudalism, demanded 

that everyone owed allegiance to the King 

and their immediate superior. Everyone was 

expected to pay for the land; the fief, by 

providing the following services: 

 
•Work days - completing any chores required 

•Providing trained soldiers to fight for the King and 

clothes and weapons for the soldiers 

http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/fief.htm


 Knighthood training was a long and often 
arduous process. Knighthood training began 
in early childhood when a basic education 
and good manners and rules of etiquette were 
taught at home. At the age of 7 young boys 
were sent away to the castles and homes of 
wealthy lords or relatives to embark on their 
knighthood training. From the age of seven to 
fourteen these young boys were given the 
role of a Medieval Page. From fourteen to 
twenty-one these 'apprentice knights' were 
referred to as Squires . The different types 
and styles of Knighthood training depended 
on the age and strength of the apprentice 
knights. Knighthood training was focused on 
weapon practice which included enhancing 
skills in horsemanship, the two-handed 
sword, battle axe, mace, dagger and lance. 

 Chivalry consisted of: 
 Loyalty to landowner 
 Obey the rules of war 
 Adoration of a lady (not necessarily your wife) for 

self improvement (Courtly Love) 

* Chivalry does not 

extend to treating 

peasants nicely * 

http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/middle-ages-knights.htm
http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/steps-to-knighthood.htm
http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/squires.htm


 To fear God and maintain His Church 
 To serve the liege lord in valour and faith 
 To protect the weak and defenceless 
 To give succour to widows and orphans 
 To refrain from the wanton giving of offence 
 To live by honour and for glory 
 To despise pecuniary reward 
 To fight for the welfare of all 
 To obey those placed in authority 
 To guard the honour of fellow knights 
 To eschew unfairness, meanness and deceit 
 To keep faith  
 At all times to speak the truth 
 To persevere to the end in any enterprise begun 
 To respect the honour of women 
 Never to refuse a challenge from an equal 
 Never to turn the back upon a foe 

 



 The knight serves his courtly lady (love service) with the 
same obedience and loyalty which he owes to his liege 
lord. She is in complete control of the love relationship, 
while he owes her obedience and submission (a literary 
convention that did not correspond to actual practice!) 
The knight's love for the lady inspires him to do great 
deeds, in order to be worthy of her love or to win her 
favor. Thus "courtly love" was originally construed as 
an ennobling force whether or not it was consummated, 
and even whether or not the lady knew about the 
knight's love or loved him in return 

 This idealism created a form of literature about 
idealistic themes.  This genre is called romance.  The 
best romances in England during this time were Sir 
Gawain and the Green Knight and the Song of Roland.  

 Andreas Capellanus wrote The Art of Courtly Love 
(1174-1186). 

http://condor.depaul.edu/~dsimpson/tlove/courtlylove.html
http://condor.depaul.edu/~dsimpson/tlove/courtlylove.html
http://cla.calpoly.edu/~dschwart/engl513/courtly/courtly.htm
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/capellanus.html


Frederick William Burton 
Edward Blair 

Leighton 

Tristan and Isolde 
1902 

The Accolade 
1901 

God Speed  
1900 

The Meeting on the Turret Stairs 
1864 



The Arming and Departure of the Knights –  

Burne Jones 1890’s 

Eleanor of Aquitaine 

Detail of an illumination 

from a 14th c. manuscript 

of Le Roman de la Rose 

Abelard & Heloise 

- Leighton 1882 

http://www.middle-ages.org.uk/middle-ages-women.htm
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/7b/Holy_Grail_Tapestry_-The_Arming_and_Departure_of_the_Kniights.jpg


 The 13th and 14th centuries saw a tremendous 
growth in commercial activity, and a consequent 
restructuring of society, away from the feudal 
system. Changing attitudes towards trade and the 
merchant class marked this period. The merchant 
himself changed in his attitude towards his work, in 
his duties and abilities, and in his educational 
background. All of this, combined with the 
Church's criticism of commerce and usury, created 
a multi-layered complex of attitudes towards those 
who made their living by buying and selling goods 
or dealing with money. Boccaccio reflects these 
changes in several of his novellas, as he portrays 
merchants as victims of the times, and also as 
heroes on the forefront of social change. 

http://www.brown.edu/Departments/Italian_Studies/dweb/society/structure/merchant_cult.shtml


 The Crusades 
There were several 

attempts to attack 
Jerusalem and free it 
from the Muslim 
occupancy.  This was 
urged on by Pope Urban, 
but the Europeans could 
not hold Jerusalem for 
long.  However, these 
wars did bring society 
together and introduced 
math, astronomy, and 
architecture to England. 

http://gbgm-umc.org/umw/bible/crusades.stm


    church.  Beckett sided 
with the church.  Henry 
II killed him on the steps 
of Canterbury.  This 
caused the public to be 
very upset with the king 
and allowed the church 
to have more power 
(and more corruption). 

Thomas Becket (1118-1170) 

Becket was the Archbishop of Canterbury.  Since he was 
popular with the people, a personal friend of King Henry 
II, and held such high position with the church, Henry 
asked him to decide a matter between Henry and the  

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/becket.htm


 The Hundred Years War 

                                   (1337-1453) 

 

Britain vs. France on who owned 
land in Western France.  It 
brought much of England 
together and changed how war 
was fought. It did away with 
the bulky knight armor because 
the English were so good with 
their long bows.  England was 
winning for most of the war, 
but eventually France retained 
their lands. 

 

John Everett Millais 
Joan of Arc 

1865 

http://www.vlib.us/medieval/lectures/hundred_years_war.html


The Plague 
       Known also as The Black 

Death, the Bubonic Plague 
reduced the population of 
Britain by approximately 
1/3.  This changed the 
pattern of relations between 
classes over the next two 
hundred years, helping to 
stabilize the pattern of 
feudal relations by making 
them less oppressive on the 
poor, introducing a level of 
popular participation in local 
and national government, 
setting in train the rise of a 
political class of gentry 
which was to challenge the 
political power of the Lords 
and shape the development 
of the British Parliament. 

 

Ring around the rosies…  

NOT a rhyme about the 

plague! 

The average lifespan at 

this time was 25-30 

years.  

http://www.eyewitnesstohistory.com/plague.htm
http://www.vlib.us/medieval/lectures/black_death.html
http://www.vlib.us/medieval/lectures/black_death.html


Reacting to the introduction of the oppressive poll tax, which the king had imposed 

because not enough income had been collected the previous year, Wat Tyler led a 

force of peasants in taking Canterbury, before advancing on to Blackheath, outside 

London. Tyler then entered the city of London at the head of a peasant army 

estimated at numbering over 50,000 men where the archbishop of Canterbury was 

dragged out and killed. Tyler decided to ride out alone and parlay with the King. 

It is unknown exactly what was said 

between Wat Tyler and the King, 

however, according to one popular 

account it would appear that the Lord 

Mayor of London, Sir William 

Walworth, took exception to Wat's 

attitude, because the Mayor quickly 

drew his sword, and slashed the 

unarmed Wat Tyler to the ground. In the 

next instant, the body was stabbed by 

one of the King's esquires, Ralph de 

Standish. 



 Far different from Modern 
English, but still readable.   

 It was the common man’s 
language. 

 All literature is written in 
three languages: 

 French – for the elite  

 Latin – for the scholarly 

 English – for the lower class. 

 



      Whan that Aprill with his shoures sote 
The droghte of Marche hath perced to the 
rote, 
And bathed every veyne in swich licour, 
Of which vertu engendred is the flour; 
Whan Zephirus eek with his swete breeth 
Inspired hath in every holt and heeth 
The tendre croppes, and the yonge sonne 
Hath in the Ram his halfe cours y-ronne; 
And smale fowles maken melodye, 
That slepen al the night with open yë— 
So priketh hem Nature in hir corages— 
Than longen folk to goon on pilgrimages, 
And palmeres for to seken straunge 
strondes, 
To ferne halwes, couthe in sondry londes; 
And specially, from every shires ende 
Of Engelond to Caunterbury they wende, 
The holy blisful martir for to seke, 
That hem hath holpen, whan that they 
were seke. 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~umbidas/middle_english_of_chaucer.htm


 Written by Geoffrey Chaucer. 

 This story is unfinished.  It was to 
include 120 tales, but only 24 were 
written. 

 Frame Story – a story that has 
several unrelated stories in it.  In 
this book, the frame is several 
pilgrims on their way to 
Canterbury.  They tell stories to 
pass the time. 

 The characters show all aspects of 
life.  Many are corrupt. 

 Written in iambic pentameter (10 
syllables grouped 
stressed/unstressed) couplets 
(every two lines rhyme)  

http://www.sacred-texts.com/neu/eng/mect/index.htm
ChaucerBio.pdf


 Courtly Love 

 Prologue 

Chaucer wrote several 
works in English, 
which is unusual and 
made English a more 
acceptable language.  

Most stories during this 
time retold other 
people’s stories and 
had morals. 

 

CTcourtlylove.pdf
CTprologue.pdf


 The Narrator -  The narrator makes it quite clear that he is also a character in his book. 
Although he is called Chaucer, we should be wary of accepting his words and opinions 
as Chaucer’s own. In the General Prologue, the narrator presents himself as a 
gregarious and naïve character. Later on, the Host accuses him of being silent and 
sullen. Because the narrator writes down his impressions of the pilgrims from memory, 
whom he does and does not like, and what he chooses and chooses not to remember 
about the characters, tells us as much about the narrator’s own prejudices as it does 
about the characters themselves.  

 The Knight -  The first pilgrim Chaucer describes in the General Prologue, and the 
teller of the first tale. The Knight represents the ideal of a medieval Christian man-at-
arms. He has participated in no less than fifteen of the great crusades of his era. Brave, 
experienced, and prudent, the narrator greatly admires him.  

 The Wife of Bath -  Bath is an English town on the Avon River, not the name of this 
woman’s husband. Though she is a seamstress by occupation, she seems to be a 
professional wife. She has been married five times and had many other affairs in her 
youth, making her well practiced in the art of love. She presents herself as someone 
who loves marriage and sex, but, from what we see of her, she also takes pleasure in 
rich attire, talking, and arguing. She is deaf in one ear and has a gap between her front 
teeth, which was considered attractive in Chaucer’s time. She has traveled on 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem three times and elsewhere in Europe as well.  



 The Pardoner -  Pardoners granted papal indulgences—reprieves from penance in 
exchange for charitable donations to the Church. Many pardoners, including this one, 
collected profits for themselves. In fact, Chaucer’s Pardoner excels in fraud, carrying a bag 
full of fake relics—for example, he claims to have the veil of the Virgin Mary. The 
Pardoner has long, greasy, yellow hair and is beardless. These characteristics were 
associated with shiftiness and gender ambiguity in Chaucer’s time. The Pardoner also has 
a gift for singing and preaching whenever he finds himself inside a church.  

 The Miller -  Stout and brawny, the Miller has a wart on his nose and a big mouth, both 
literally and figuratively. He threatens the Host’s notion of propriety when he drunkenly 
insists on telling the second tale. Indeed, the Miller seems to enjoy overturning all 
conventions: he ruins the Host’s carefully planned storytelling order; he rips doors off 
hinges; and he tells a tale that is somewhat blasphemous, ridiculing religious clerks, 
scholarly clerks, carpenters, and women.  

 The Prioress -  Described as modest and quiet, this Prioress (a nun who is head of her 
convent) aspires to have exquisite taste. Her table manners are dainty, she knows French 
(though not the French of the court), she dresses well, and she is charitable and 
compassionate.  

 The Monk -  Most monks of the Middle Ages lived in monasteries according to the Rule of 
Saint Benedict, which demanded that they devote their lives to “work and prayer.” This 
Monk cares little for the Rule; his devotion is to hunting and eating. He is large, loud, and 
well clad in hunting boots and furs.  



 The Friar -  Roaming priests with no ties to a monastery, friars were a great object of 
criticism in Chaucer’s time. Always ready to befriend young women or rich men who 
might need his services, the friar actively administers the sacraments in his town, 
especially those of marriage and confession. However, Chaucer’s worldly Friar has taken 
to accepting bribes.  

 The Summoner -  The Summoner brings persons accused of violating Church law to 
ecclesiastical court. This Summoner is a lecherous man whose face is scarred by leprosy. 
He gets drunk frequently, is irritable, and is not particularly qualified for his position. He 
spouts the few words of Latin he knows in an attempt to sound educated.  

 The Host -  The leader of the group, the Host is large, loud, and merry, although he 
possesses a quick temper. He mediates among the pilgrims and facilitates the flow of the 
tales. His title of “host” may be a pun, suggesting both an innkeeper and the Eucharist, or 
Holy Host.  

 The Parson -  The only devout churchman in the company, the Parson lives in poverty, 
but is rich in holy thoughts and deeds. The pastor of a sizable town, he preaches the 
Gospel and makes sure to practice what he preaches. He is everything that the Monk, the 
Friar, and the Pardoner are not.  

 The Squire -  The Knight’s son and apprentice. The Squire is curly-haired, youthfully 
handsome, and loves dancing and courting.  

 The Clerk -  The Clerk is a poor student of philosophy. Having spent his money on books 
and learning rather than on fine clothes, he is threadbare and wan. He speaks little, but 
when he does, his words are wise and full of moral virtue.  



 The Man of Law -  A successful lawyer commissioned by the king. He upholds justice in 
matters large and small and knows every statute of England’s law by heart.  

 The Manciple -  A manciple was in charge of getting provisions for a college or court. 
Despite his lack of education, this Manciple is smarter than the thirty lawyers he feeds.  

 The Merchant -  The Merchant trades in furs and other cloths, mostly from Flanders. He 
is part of a powerful and wealthy class in Chaucer’s society.  

 The Shipman -  Brown-skinned from years of sailing, the Shipman has seen every bay 
and river in England, and exotic ports in Spain and Carthage as well. He is a bit of a 
rascal, known for stealing wine while the ship’s captain sleeps.  

 The Physician -  The Physician is one of the best in his profession, for he knows the cause 
of every malady and can cure most of them. Though the Physician keeps himself in 
perfect physical health, the narrator calls into question the Physician’s spiritual health: he 
rarely consults the Bible and has an unhealthy love of financial gain.  

 The Franklin -  The word “franklin” means “free man.” In Chaucer’s society, a franklin 
was neither a vassal serving a lord nor a member of the nobility. This particular franklin 
is a connoisseur of food and wine, so much so that his table remains laid and ready for 
food all day.  

 The Reeve -  A reeve was similar to a steward of a manor, and this reeve performs his job 
shrewdly—his lord never loses so much as a ram to the other employees, and the vassals 
under his command are kept in line. However, he steals from his master.  



 The Plowman -  The Plowman is the Parson’s brother and is equally good-hearted. A 
member of the peasant class, he pays his tithes to the Church and leads a good Christian 
life.  

 The Guildsmen -  Listed together, the five Guildsmen appear as a unit. English guilds 
were a combination of labor unions and social fraternities: craftsmen of similar 
occupations joined together to increase their bargaining power and live communally. All 
five Guildsmen are clad in the livery of their brotherhood.  

 The Cook -  The Cook works for the Guildsmen. Chaucer gives little detail about him, 
although he mentions a crusty sore on the Cook’s leg.  

 The Yeoman -  The servant who accompanies the Knight and the Squire. The narrator 
mentions that his dress and weapons suggest he may be a forester.  

 The Second Nun -  The Second Nun is not described in the General Prologue, but she tells 
a saint’s life for her tale.  

 The Nun’s Priest -  Like the Second Nun, the Nun’s Priest is not described in the General 
Prologue. His story of Chanticleer, however, is well crafted and suggests that he is a 
witty, self-effacing preacher.  

 



 

 http://www.canterburytalesproject.org/ 

 http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/webcore/murphy/canter
bury/ 

 http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer/zatta/Zatta_Index.html 

 http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-
Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718 

 http://www.silksoundbooks.com/performers/terry-jones/ 

 http://books.google.com/books?id=8RbZ7mpWzJ4C&pg=PA
222&dq=%22morton+bloomfield%22+chaucer#v=onepage&q=
%22morton%20bloomfield%22%20chaucer&f=false 

 http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer 

 http://geoffreychaucer.org/biography 

 http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer 

 http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/womenbib.html 

 

 

 

http://www.canterburytalesproject.org/
http://www.canterburytalesproject.org/
http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/webcore/murphy/canterbury/
http://academic.brooklyn.cuny.edu/webcore/murphy/canterbury/
http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer/zatta/Zatta_Index.html
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.learnoutloud.com/Free-Audio-Video/Literature/Short-Stories/The-Canterbury-Tales/23718
http://www.silksoundbooks.com/performers/terry-jones/
http://www.silksoundbooks.com/performers/terry-jones/
http://www.silksoundbooks.com/performers/terry-jones/
http://books.google.com/books?id=8RbZ7mpWzJ4C&pg=PA222&dq=%22morton+bloomfield%22+chaucer
http://books.google.com/books?id=8RbZ7mpWzJ4C&pg=PA222&dq=%22morton+bloomfield%22+chaucer
http://books.google.com/books?id=8RbZ7mpWzJ4C&pg=PA222&dq=%22morton+bloomfield%22+chaucer
http://www.courses.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer
http://geoffreychaucer.org/biography
http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/med/womenbib.html

