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Cardinals
1 Each state of the United States has a state bird. Seven states—Virginia, Ohio, West
Virginia, Illinois, Indiana, North Carolina, and Kentucky—claim the cardinal as their
state bird. In addition to being a favorite state bird, the beauty of this red bird has made it
a popular mascot for many sports teams. Maybe you are a fan of the St. Louis Cardinals,
the Arizona Cardinals, or the Stanford University Cardinals.

2 Cardinals live in eastern North America and in South America. They are most often
found in woodlands, gardens, and swamps. They are not native to places like Bermuda,
southern California, and Hawaii, but people have introduced cardinals to those areas.
They are now found in those places.

3 The male cardinal is easily recognized by its bright red feathers, coral-colored beak,
and the black mask around his face. The female cardinal has the same colored beak as
the male, but the mask on her face is usually gray. The feathers covering her body are
reddish-brown. Full-grown cardinals are between about eight and nine inches long.
Young cardinals, male and female, look just like their mothers with the same reddish-
brown coloring. It is not until the young birds molt, or shed their baby feathers and grow
new ones, that the young males take on the bright red coloring of their fathers.

4 Cardinals build cup-like nests in the safety of a thick shrub or tree. The mother bird
lays a clutch of three to four eggs at a time. The eggs are whitish with a hint of green,
blue, or brown. Once the eggs hatch, it is the father who cares for the young. He feeds
them mainly insects, while the mother is already busy nesting a new clutch. After only
ten days, the babies move out of the nest to make room for the new eggs to hatch.

5 You may have seen cardinals hopping along the ground in your yard or visiting a
bird feeder. This is because they eat mainly seeds. If you would like to encourage
cardinals to come to your feeder, fill the feeder with sunflower seeds. These seeds are
their favorites. If cardinals cannot find seeds, they eat insects and fruit instead.

6 Long ago people enjoyed having cardinals as pets because of their bright coloring
and beautiful songs. However, it is now unlawful to kill, to sell, or to keep one as a pet.
So, today we can only enjoy these lovely birds out in our yards or while on walks in the
woods.
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1. In what kind of habitat
do cardinals live?

a. deserts
b. woodlands
c. oceans
d. mountains

2. Which state can be added
to the chart?

Cardinal as State Bird

Virginia
Kentucky

a. Massachusetts
b. Texas
c. Florida
d. Illinois

3. hi paragraph 3, the word
"molt" means—

a. to lay eggs.
b. to build a nest.
c. to lose feathers, and then to

grow new feathers.
d. to fly south for the winter.

4. This reading selection about
cardinals is an example of—

a. nonfiction
b. fiction.
c. a fantasy.
d. a fable.
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1. Which statement below
is true?

a. Bright red-colored
cardinals are male.

b. Bright red colored
cardinals are female.

c. Adult male and female
cardinals look the same.

d. Female cardinals are
prettier than male
cardinals.

2. If the author had included
this sentence, to which
paragraph would the
information be added?

The father often feeds
beetles to his young.

a. Paragraph 2
b. Paragraph 3
c. Paragraph 4
d. Paragraph 5

3. Which word below has a
suffix with the same meaning
as the suffix in the word
mainly!

a. family
b. early
c. warmly
d. reply

4. The best reference to use to
find a new word to replace
"popular" in paragraph 1 is—

a. an index
b. a glossary
c. a thesaurus
d. a dictionary
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1. What is the main idea of
paragraph 4?

a. Cardinals eat seeds, fruit
and insects.

b. Male and female
cardinals take care of the
nest.

c. Cardinals make good
team mascots.

d. Cardinals are not good
pets.

2. According to the passage,
which item would most likely
encourage a cardinal to visit
your garden?

a. sunflower seeds
b. bananas
c. your pet cat
d. a bird whistle

3. hi paragraph 4, the word
"clutch" means—

a. to hold onto tightly.
b. a small purse.
c. to grab quickly.
d. the number of eggs laid at

one time.

4. Donald's mom told him to
find out where cardinals live.
He isn't having much luck.
Where should he look to find
this information?

a. his math book
b. a road map
c. the dictionary
d. the Internet
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1. In which paragraph is
this question answered?

What is the male 'sjob
once the eggs hatch?

a. 1
b. 3
c. 6
d. 4

2. Which choice belongs in
section C of the diagram?

Cardinals
Male Female

A
bright red
feathers

gray
mask

3. In which word does the
prefix mean the same as hi
"unlawful"?

a. helpful
b. unit
c. unhappy
d. useful

4. If you had to choose a title
for paragraph 5, the best title
for it would be—

a. A Cardinal's Diet.
b. Cardinals as Pets.
c. Nesting Habits of Cardinals.
d. Cardinals Like to Eat Meat.

a. hint of green
b. reddish-brown feathers
c. coral-colored beak
d. black mask


