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 Topic 

Influential People 

 

USII.1 The student will demonstrate skills for historical and geographical analysis and responsible citizenship, 

including the ability to 

a) analyze and interpret primary and secondary source documents to increase understanding of events and 

life in United States history from 1865 to the present 

b) make connections between the past and the present 

c) sequence events in United States history from 1865 to the present 

d) interpret ideas and events from different historical perspectives 

e) evaluate and debate issues orally and in writing 

f) analyze and interpret maps that include major physical features 

g) use parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude to describe hemispheric location 

h) interpret patriotic slogans and excerpts from notable speeches and documents 

i) identify the costs and benefits of specific choices made, including the consequences, both intended and 

unintended of the decisions and how people and nations responded to positive and negative incentives 

 

USII.2 The student will use maps, globes, photographs, pictures, or tables for 

a) explaining how physical features and climate influenced the movement of people westward. 

b) explaining relationships among natural resources, transportation, and industrial development after 1865 

c) locating the 50 states and the cities most significant to the historical development of the United States 

 

USII.3 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the effects of Reconstruction on American life by 

a) analyzing the impact of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution of the United States 

      b) describing the impact of Reconstruction policies on the South and North 

      c) describing the legacies of Abraham Lincoln, Robert E. Lee, and Frederick Douglass 

 

USII.4 The student will demonstrate knowledge of how life changed after the Civil War by 

a) identifying the reasons for westward expansion, including its impact on American Indians 

       b) explaining the reasons for the increase in immigration, growth of cities, and challenges arising from this 

expansion 

       c)    describing racial segregation, the rise of “Jim Crow,” and other constraints faced by African Americans 

and other groups in the post-Reconstruction South 

d) explaining the impact of new inventions, the rise of big business, the growth of industry, and life on 

American farms. 

e) describing the impact of the Progressive Movement on child labor, working conditions, the rise of 

WWhhoo’’ss  WWhhoo  iinn  

HHiissttoorryy?? 



 

organized labor, women’s suffrage, and the temperance movement. 

 

 

USII.5 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the changing role of the United States from the late nineteenth 

century through World War I explain the reasons for and results of the Spanish American War by 

a) describe Teddy Roosevelt’s impact on the foreign policy of the United States 

b) describing Theodore Roosevelt’s impact on the foreign policy of the United States 

c) explaining the reasons for the United States’ involvement in World War I and its international leadership 

role at the conclusion of the war. 

 

USII.6 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the social, economic, and technological changes of the early 

twentieth century by 

a) explaining how developments in factory and labor productivity, transportation (including the use of the 

automobile), communication, and rural electrification changed American life and standard of living. 

b) describing the social and economic changes that took place, including prohibition and the Great Migration 

north and west. 

c) examining art, literature, and music from the 1920s and 1930s, with emphasis on Langston Hughes, Duke 

Ellington, Georgia O’Keeffe, and the Harlem Renaissance. 

d) identifying the causes of the Great Depression, its impact on Americans, and the major features of 

Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New Deal. 

USII.7 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the major causes and effects of American involvement in 

World War II by 

a) identifying the causes and events that led to American involvement in the war, including the attack on 

Pearl Harbor; 

b) locating and describing the major events and turning points of the war in Europe and the Pacific; 

c) describing the impact of the war on the home front. 

 

USII.8 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the economic, social, and political transformation of the United 

States and the world between the end of World War II and the present by 

a) describing the rebuilding of Europe and Japan after World War II, the emergence of the United States as a 

superpower, and the establishment of the United Nations; 

b) describing the conversion from a wartime to a peacetime economy; 

c) identifying the role of America’s military and veterans in defending freedom during the Cold War, 

including the wars in Korea and Vietnam, the Cuban missile crisis, the collapse of communism in Europe, 

and the rise of new challenges; 

d) describing the changing patterns of society, including expanded educational and economic opportunities 

for military veterans, women, and minorities; 

e) describing how international trade and globalization have impacted American life. 

 

USII.9 The student will demonstrate knowledge of the key domestic and international issues during the second 

half of the twentieth and early twenty-first centuries by 

a) examining the Civil Rights Movement and the changing role of women; 

b) describing the development of new technologies in communication, entertainment, and business and their 

impact on American life; 

c) identifying representative citizens from the time period who have influenced America scientifically, 

culturally, academically, and economically; 

d) examining American foreign policy, immigration, the global environment, and other emerging issues. 

 

 



 

Quest Standards:  
Q1.1 The students will apply problem solving skills (i.e.: identify problems, formulate hypotheses, generate ideas, 

employ deductive reasoning, choose and apply solutions) to achieve an outcome or solution to problems.  

Q1.2 The students will use critical thinking skills (i.e.: inquiry, abstract logical thinking, inductive reasoning, 

critical analysis, and the ability to find and use information) to achieve understanding, evaluate viewpoints, 

and solve problems.  

Q1.3 The students will be able to use effective communication in processing complex problems.  

Q2.1 The students will be able to identify and utilize inductive and deductive thinking processes.  

Q2.2 The students will gather and assess relevant information using abstract ideas to interpret the information 

effectively.  

Q2.3 The students will arrive at well-reasoned conclusions and solutions, testing them against relevant criteria and 

standards. 

Essential Questions: 

“What makes a person worthy of remembrance throughout history?  
 

 

 
 

Who’s Who in History? 
Adapted from Ms. Halorson’s “Living Museum” project 

Task I – Select a person of interest from a time period that you are studying this semester. 

US History II covers Reconstruction through the early twenty-first century.  

 

Reconstruction   World War I   World War II Early 21
st
 Century 

Westward Expansion  Roaring Twenties  Cold War 

Progressive Era/Gilded Age Great Depression  Civil Rights Era 

 

The Person I am going to research is: ___________________________________________, 

from the time period of: ______________________________________________________. 

 

WWhhoo’’ss  WWhhoo  iinn  
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Who’s Who in History? 
 

Task I – Select a person of interest from the following list, or you may get approval from 

your gifted resource teacher if the person you are interested in someone who is not on the list. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chief Joseph 

Sitting Bull 

Geronimo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomas Edison 

Guglielmo Marconi 

Wilber Wright  

Orville Wright 

David Sarnoff 

Alexander Graham Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fredrick Douglass 

Robert E. Lee 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

Theodore Roosevelt 

Woodrow Wilson 

Herbert Hoover 

Franklin Roosevelt 

John F. Kennedy 

Winston Churchill 

Joseph Stalin 

Hediki Tojo 

 

 

 

John D. Rockefeller 

Henry Ford 

Andrew Carnegie 

Cornelius Vanderbilt 

J. P. Morgan 

Benito Mussolini 

George C. 

Marshall 
 

 

Booker T. Washington 

W.E.B. Dubois 

Ida B. Wells 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Rosa Parks 

Charles Drew 

Henry Lewis 

Gates 

 

 

Susan B. Anthony 

Jane Addams 

Eleanor Roosevelt 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton 

Maya Angelou 

Martha Graham 

 

Georgia O’Keeffe 

Langston Hughes 

George Gershwin 

Aaron Copland 

Duke Ellington 

Louis Armstrong 

Bessie Smith 

 

F. Scott Fitzgerald 

John Steinbeck 

Jacob Lawrence 

Frank Lloyd Wright 

Ray Kroc 

Henry Louis Gates 

Bill Gates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Research Questions 

 

Task II – Research your historical figure and answer the following questions. You must have 

at least two books and two websites/databases.  Students may use Ebsco and Elibrary from the 

Suffolk Public Schools student portal.  You will need to create a works cited page for the 

resources that you use. 

 
1. What is the name of your historical figure? 

 

 

 

 

2. When and where was he/she born? 

 

 

 

 

3. Were there any events that occurred during his/her childhood that helped to shape his/her outlook on life? 

Describe them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. What type of education did this historical figure obtain?  How did this education impact what he/she did 

later in life? 

 

 

 

 

5.  Was this person influenced by another individual or specific events in history? (positively or negatively)  

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

6.  Did this person do anything that changed the course of history or influenced it in any way? Describe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7.  What, if any, awards did he/she win? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

8.  Did this historical figure face any challenges and how did he/she respond to these problems?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9.  In what way was this person’s life remarkable, admirable, or despicable? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10.  What qualities were most influential in the way this person lived and influenced his/her times? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11.  How and when did this person die? Or, if is this person is still alive, where do they reside? 

 

 

 

 

 

12. What interesting items did you learn about this person that you want to share with others? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

13.  Collect and summarize three important stories about this person’s life and be prepared to tell those 

stories as if you were the person speaking naturally about themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Task III – Living Museum 

 

Step 1: Write a monologue (story about that person’s life) from your historical person’s point 

of view, in first-person form.  Be sure to include the information from your research in the 

monologue.  At the end of your monologue (biography), be sure to explain how that person is 

remembered, using descriptive character qualities.  i.e.: If this person showed courage, include 

that information. This speech should last 2 to 3 minutes in duration when presented. 

 

Example:  My name is Helen Keller.  I was born…. 

 

Monologue must be written neatly or typed and turned in prior to the Museum Expo. (Due date 

will be determined by the gifted resource teacher.)   

 

Step 2: Make note cards for yourself to help you remember your biography.  You should be 

able to glance at them if you forget something. 

 

Step 3: You are the exhibit in this “LIVING MUSEUM” which means… you are dressing up 

as the person you have chosen to BRING TO LIFE!  You will perform your monologue on the 

day of the Museum Expo. Students will be assessed on that day. 

 



 

 

 

 

The middle schools 

will host a “Museum 

Expo” this spring at 

each of their respective 

campus’ to display 

students living exhibits. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My school’s Museum Expo will be held on: 
 

 

 

 

_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

Name _________________________________________________    Block: _________________        

Who’s Who in History? 

RUBRIC 

Category Not 
Evident 

Basic  

15 points 

Proficient  

20 points 

Advanced  

25 points 

Points 

Earned 

Research: [Task II]  0 Extracted 
information which 
was not relevant 

Extracted 
information mostly 
relevant  

Extracted relevant 
information  

 

Monologue: [Task III] 0 Did not maintain 
audience attention; 
did not speak 
clearly; did not 
speak with 
appropriate volume; 
information was 
inaccurate.  

Somewhat 
maintained 
audience attention. 
Somewhat clear 
with moments of 
unclearness. 
Information was 
mostly accurate, 
lacked depth and 
details. May have 
presented as a list. 

Presented facts with 
symbolic meanings 
and made clear 
connections with 
audience.  
Spoke clearly; 
Maintained whole 
speech with 
appropriate volume, 
information was 
accurate. 

 

Clothing to reflect 

historical time 

period in the life of 

this person: [Task III] 

0 Events are described 
using vague 
language. Some 
events may be 
inaccurate or trivial.  
 

While information is 
accurate, major 
events may be 
missing.  
At least 10-15 
events related to 
the topic are 
evident on the 
timeline. 

Complete outfit to 
reflect the historical 
time period to include 
an artifact. 

 

Exhibit: [Task III] 0 More needed, Not 
eye-catching; Not 
formally prepared 
 
Incomplete 
 
Not for public 
presentation  
 
 

Attractive-some 
detail; Well-
prepared; more 
rehearsal needed.  
 
Some detail; Good 
and prepared. 
 
Either something is 
missing or of poor 
quality 
 

Eye-catching 
Excellent detail; 
Clearly focused 
 
Good detail. Clearly 
heard and 
understood. 
 
Remained in 
character; Relevant 
and used in the 
presentation.  Added 
to the believability of 
the character and 
attractiveness of the 
exhibit 

 

Teacher Comments: 

 

 

Total Points 

Earned: 

 

 

 

 


